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Figure 7.7
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SPSS does not give you any options to compute the interval with the population standard deviation 

known. However, it does allow you to compute a confidence interval where it is unknown, when you use 

the t-test function. I will be teaching you this later on, so there is no sense doubling up here.

SUMMARY

OK. So you have reached the end of the first part of this book – as have I!5 Consider this part 1 to be like a 

set of very basic tools and concepts you need to master before doing anything else. Kind of like in order to 

play ‘Stairway to Heaven’ on the guitar, you need to know first how to play some chords, then how to play 

some scales, then how to link the parts together and so on. In fact, before then you need to know even more 

basic things like how to hold a guitar, how to pick a note, how to strum a chord, how to keep a rhythm. If 

you tried to learn the tune before then, you would have no chance at all of playing it, and would probably 

have given up in frustration very quickly – no matter how much you wanted to play the song.

From here on, we start learning more advanced quantitative methods, starting with basic statistical 

inference. But, again, I cannot stress enough that if you are not confident in the things in this first part, 

you need to keep rereading it until you are!

final checklist

You should have covered and understood the following basic content in this chapter:

;; Why we sample, and what a sample is.

;; The difference between statistics and 

parameters.

;; The simple random sample, and how to 

take one.

5 Let me tell you – it took longer than I thought. Phew!
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